
	
	
	
	

Time	 Agenda	
	

1100-1130	 Introduction	and	Welcome	
1130-1200	 Keynote	Speaker:	Dr	Gareth	Knapman	(Australian	National	University)	via	teleconferencing	

	
‘Race	and	British	Colonialism	in	South-East	Asia:	John	Crawfurd	and	the	politics	of	equality’	

1200-1230	 Questions	and	Answers	
1230-1240	 Walid	Jumblatt	Abdullah	(King’s	College	London)	

	
'Selective	History	and	Hegemony	Making	in	Singapore:	Process	and	Consequences'	
	
Singapore	can	be	described	as	 the	quintessential	 “high-modernist”	 state	 (Scott	1999).	Not	only	
has	 the	country’s	economic	 success	been	nothing	 short	of	 spectacular,	what	has	been	perhaps	
even	more	remarkable	is	the	state’s	ability	to	retain	its	largely	authoritarian	structure,	in	spite	of	
free	 (though	not	entirely	 fair)	and	regular	elections,	and	an	extremely	well-educated	populace.	
The	state	has	not	only	achieved	 institutional,	but	also,	 ideological	 control	over	 its	 citizens.	This	
paper	 attempts	 to	 make	 two	 arguments:	 firstly,	 the	 creation	 and	 sustenance	 of	 a	 hegemonic	
ideology,	 or	 several	 ideologies,	 required	 the	 state	 to	 selectively	 choose	 which	 memories	 and	
historical	 events	 to	 actively	 thrust	 into	 the	 consciousness	 of	 Singaporeans,	 at	 the	 expense	 of	
other	noteworthy	happenings;	and	secondly,	 the	hegemony	of	 the	state	has	been	so	pervasive	
that	it	has	been	internalized	by	a	majority	of	the	population,	even	those	who	challenge	the	state.	
The	consequences	of	this	will	be	explored.	

1240-1250	 Abdul	Malik	Omar	(London	School	of	Economics	and	Political	Science)	
	
‘Towards	becoming	a	global	city:	Learning	from	Singapore's	experience’	
	
Global	 cities	 are	 defined	 by	 Sassen	 (1991)	 as	 highly	 internationalised	 and	 strategic	 focal	
geographical	 nodes	 in	 the	 global	 economy	with	high	 concentration	of	 command	 functions	 and	
production	 service	 firms	oriented	 to	world	markets.	 They	are	highly	 integrated	with	 the	global	
ecosystem	 through	 its	 sophisticated	 institutions	 embedded	 with	 a	 policy	 that	 facilitate	 mass	
immigration	 flows,	 internationalisation,	 and	 openness.	 According	 to	 Allen	 Scott	 (2001)	 global	
cities	 are	 becoming	 increasingly	 central	 to	modern	 life	 and	 are	 serving	 as	 the	 essential	 spatial	
nodes	of	the	global	economy.	Using	Singapore	as	a	central	example	as	a	case	study,	I	will	discuss	
the	 four	preconditions	needed	 for	 any	 cities	 aspiring	 towards	becoming	a	 global	 city,	 two	of	 a	
city's	potential	limitations,	and	to	conclude	how	cities	aspiring	in	becoming	a	global	is	a	north	star	
which	should	be	fixated	by	any	leaders	and	mayors	wanting	to	elevate	the	general	conditions	of	
their	people,	nation,	and	state.	
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1250-1300	 Theophilus	Kwek	(University	of	Oxford)	
	
‘Full	Colour	Illustration:	Ethnicity	and	Education	in	Singapore's	History	Curriculum’	
	
This	 paper	 examines	 the	 presentation	 of	 ethnicity	 in	 Singapore's	 Secondary-level	 history	
curriculum	 from	 independence,	 in	 1965,	 to	 2000.	Much	 existing	 literature	 looks	 at	 the	 role	 of	
history	 curricula	 in	 shaping	 post-colonial	 national	 identities,	 and	 the	 social	 and	 geopolitical	
motives	behind	 Singapore's	 various	 ethnic	 policies.	 This	 thesis	 presents	original	work	on	 state-
authored	or	 -approved	 textbooks	 from	 the	period,	 fifteen	of	which	 –	 published	between	1964	
and	1999,	have	been	studied	for	this	purpose.	It	argues	that	changes	in	the	presentation	of	ethnic	
groups,	 and	 ethnicity	 itself,	 can	 be	 conceived	 in	 three	 periods	 (1965-80,	 1980-90,	 and	 1990-
2000),	which	are	shaped	by	identifiable	political	considerations.	At	the	same	time,	it	argues	that	
some	state	priorities,	such	as	'national	security'	and	the	cultivation	of	a	'national	character',	have	
not	changed,	and	continue	to	underwrite	the	treatment	of	ethnicity	as	both	a	binding-force	and	a	
potential	threat	to	the	national	community.		
	

1300-1330	 Questions	and	Answers	
1330-1500	 Lunch	break	
1510-1520	 Yan	Tong	Tan	(University	of	Cambridge)	

	
‘Colonial	policing	and	decolonization	in	Singapore:	The	Police	Reserve	Unit’	
	
My	 dissertation	 seeks	 to	 locate	 the	 international	 and	 comparative	 perspectives	 behind	 British	
colonial	 policing	 in	 the	 post-war	 period	 to	 provide	 fresh	 insights	 into	 the	 unique	 and	 complex	
relationship	 between	 UK	 and	 her	 colonies	 during	 the	 decolonization	 period.	 Specifically,	 this	
dissertation	 would	 focus	 on	 the	 Police	 Reserve	 Unit	 (PRU),	 a	 Specialised	 Branch	 within	 the	
Singapore	Police	Force	(SPF),	examining	its	interactions	with	the	metropole	and	riot	units	in	other	
British	colonies,	such	as	those	in	Shanghai	and	Hong	Kong.	After	all,	the	duties,	deployment	and	
jobscopes	of	the	PRU	can	be	traced	to	colonial	policing	traditions	in	the	nineteenth	century,	and	
its	structure	and	training	greatly	modelled	after	the	successful	PRU	model	in	Shanghai	as	well	as	
the	earlier	policing	traditions	dating	from	the	establishment	of	the	Royal	Irish	Constabulary.	

1520-1530	 Kevin	Tang	(University	of	Oxford)	
	
‘Industrialisation	in	Singapore	and	Hong	Kong	Before	the	Second	World	War:		
Comparative	Export	Manufacturing	in	the	Context	of	British	Colonial	Economic	Policy,	1930	–	39’	
	
What	 were	 the	 origins	 of	 industry	 in	 Singapore	 and	 Hong	 Kong?	 While	 most	 research	 on	
development	in	the	cities	focuses	on	post-war	growth,	this	paper	compares	economic	policy	and	
industry	between	Singapore	and	Hong	Kong	before	WW2.		Looking	at	committee	and	economic	
policy	papers,	 this	paper	 finds	 that	 industries	 in	both	cities	were	a	 serious	concern	 for	colonial	
British	 administrators	 that	 sought	 to	 restrict	 it	 during	 the	 Depression.	 The	 effectiveness	 of	



restrictive	 policies	 depended	 on	 the	 cooperation	 of	 the	 local	 mercantile	 community,	 which	
depended	 on	 each	 city’s	 demographic	 composition.	 This	 was	 determined	 by	 geographical	
proximity	to	major	markets.	A	divergence	in	manufacturing	between	the	two	cities	arose	due	to	
highly	 restrictive	 British	 policies,	 the	 adoption	 of	 which	 was	 determined	 by	 each	 city’s	
demographic	composition.	This	was	determined	by	geographic	proximity	to	China,	which	served	
to	extend	Hong	Kong’s	competitiveness	over	Singapore	in	the	post	war	years.	
	

1530-1540	 Guo	Leibing	(University	of	Cambridge)	
	
‘+65	Art:	A	report	on	(dis)orientation’	
	
In	 this	essay,	 I’ll	 be	 focusing	on	 the	art	and	music	 scenes	 in	Singapore,	 critically	dissecting	and	
evaluating	 the	 ecosystem	 while	 simultaneously	 casting	 a	 cursory	 glance	 at	 the	 major	 players	
shaping	 the	 industries.	 By	 art,	 I	 refer	 broadly	 to	 encompass	 its	widest	 definition:	writers,	 film-
makers	and	designers	will	be	included.	I	will	be	looking	at	three	unique	figures	in	the	Singapore	
society	 whose	 choice	 of	 careers	 and	 relationship	 with	 the	 art	 industry	 provides	 boundless	
material	 for	 analysis	 –	 Joshua	 Ip,	 Brandon	 Chew,	 and	 Chng	 Nai	Wee.	More	 importantly,	 I	 will	
attempt	 to	make	 sense	 of,	 and	 critically	 situate,	 the	 Singapore	 scene	 in	 relation	 to	 South	 East	
Asia,	China,	 and	UK,	postulating	whether	 there	 is	 a	 chance	 for	 Singapore	 to	 carve	out	a	 global	
niche,	while	at	the	same	time	proposing	structural	deficiencies	in	the	current	ecosystem.		
	

1540	-	1610	 Questions	and	Answers	
1610-1700	 Closing	Conversations	with	Daphne	Ang	(SOAS)	

	


